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Our Sea: Secrets of the Infinite Sea

Lecture Performance by Lily Abichahine

Wed Feb 22, 2023 (in Arabic) (d052JL) PP blud Y cley,dl
Thu Feb 23, 2023 (in English) (@3530) P PP blads PP Guaesl

Performance starts at 8:30 PM sharp Lobes Act - de Ll uax=ll i_xg

Free Entrance - Booking required: info@minaimagecentre.org :_lc il - (e Jo>aJl

[

_mina
Image
centre

00 ALL
with the support of

Stone Gardens Bldg, Darwich Haddad St, Port District, Beirut www.minaimagecentre.org <gyu :E)all dahis o3la> (lag)d )l 3 Ogiw Gue



Press Release
“On travelling”, “On occult beliefs”, “On liver reading”, “On scriptures” ... Lily Abichahine takes
us on a unique journey in “Our Sea: Secrets of the Infinite Sea”, a lecture performance on
Wednesday 22" of February 2023 in Arabic and on Thursday 23 in English, 8:30 PM at Mina
Image Centre.

Having grown up on the shores of the Mediterranean, Lily Abichahine leads the project Mare
Nostrum (Our Sea) following residencies held in several Mediterranean cities. In her work,
Abichahine contemplates the myth-like realities of these cities and the fundamental expression
of their collective unconscious. Through confronting the realities of these geographies, she refers
to their myths to reinterpret them on stage. She also traces a connection between these cities,
reminding us of the invisible links lying between Mediterranean contexts.

Choreography for a Woman and a Stone was the first chapter of a series of explorations held
between the cities of Palermo and Beirut in 2021. The artist explored the myth of Sisyphus,
putting into perspective the cycles of stone observed through the constructions, deconstructions,
and ruins of both Lebanese and Italian landscapes.

In the second chapter entitled Secrets of the Infinite Sea, and after two residencies in Izmir and
Marseille in 2022, the artist tackles the myth of Prometheus. In this work, she transforms herself
into a contemporary haruspex and questions her own fears in parallel to migration flows in the
Mediterranean Sea from ancient to contemporary times, offering her audience a reading of the
future that mixes facts with dark humor through text, video, and sound.
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Lily Abichahine
Bio

Born in 1985, | grew up in Beirut where | graduated from law school at Université Saint
Joseph. | worked in Paris and served for ten years as an attorney in corporate and
international law, representing individuals and entities in Lebanon and abroad. | obtained
my BA in Performing Arts in 2018, and my Master's in 2019, both from Paris VIII
University. My artistic practice confronts legal questions to fictional narratives in a format
of lecture performance, as presented in my first work, Exquisite Corpse (2021, Frankfurt)
which allows for political and ethical issues to come into play.

In my ongoing project Mare Nostrum / Our Sea, | experimented with endurance
performance as a choreographic exercise staging the myth of Sisyphus in Choreography
for a Woman and a Stone (2021, Palermo) as well as with video when interpreting
Prometheus in Secrets of the Infinite Sea (2022, Bremen). Within this framework, |
confront these Mediterranean geographies, tracing their connections, where the myth-like
realities are the fundamental expression of the collective unconscious. | recently exhibited
my first installation | was Destroyed by a Mall Thrice, or the Three Stages of
Demolition (2022, Beirut) in which | tackled Beirut’s urban planning downfall since post-
war reconstruction.
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